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THE DAYS OF MARTIN LUTHER KING his inner struggle while attempting to 
JR. By Jim Bishop. (Putnam, $8.95) choose a career. 


Reviewed by Earl B . Dickerson 

Jim Bishop has done a truly immense 
job of investigative journalism in his delin- 
eation of the meaningful and the mean- 
ingless, the successes, controversies, 

agony and exaltation that surrounded the 
life of a civil rights hero who became a 

legend in his own lifetime. 

• 

This outstanding example of psycho- 
biography is worthy of the attention of 
anyone interested not only in a micro- 
scopic examination of the fabric of Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s life, but of the people, 
black and white, and the growing cres- 
cendo of confrontations inexorably tak- 
ing place between the alpha of the Mont- 
gomery bus boycott and the omega of that 
ignoble moment pn a balcony in Memphis. 

. It is all here. 

During his 13-year crusade to undo the 
injustices of 300 years, Dr. King’s life was 
laden with controversy. 

It will have to be the judgment of histo- 
ry to finally assess whether Dr. King was, 
as Bishop questions, a janissary of person- 
al ambition and private lusts, a public * 
paragon or a private pariah. Or was he all 
of these and more? Bishop approaches the 
subject with utmost candor and objectivi- 
ty. 

In the portrayal of Dr. King’s personal 
life the reader becomes aware of the 
age-old ploy of whites when evaluating 
blacks' accomplishments, always qualify- 
ing them with a reference to race or, by 
the injection of a personal foible, real or 
imagined, which will serve to depreciate 
the achievement. Throughout, Bishop in- 
jects gossipy speculation and/or unsup- 
ported allegations purporting to demon- 
strate Dr. King’s proclivity for extracurri- 
cular sex. 

Recounting Dr. King’s life against the 
backdrop of the civil rights era in which 
he lived, Bishop very thoroughly explores 


Not until his senior year at Morehouse 
College in his birthplace, Atlanta, did he 
decide on the ministry. During advanced 
studies at Crozier Theological Seminary in 
Pennsylvania and finally at Boston Col- 
lege, where he earned his doctorate, Dr. 
King’s ultimate philosophy was being 
shaped. 

His entry into the “Movement” by way • 
of the Montgomery bus' boycott is retold 
by the pen of an indefatigable reporter. 
The role of E. D. Nixon, an officer of the 
Montgomery National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People, in spear- 
heading the boycott and securing the in- 
volvement of young pastor King is given 
the credit that has been lost so often in 
past recitals of this significant event. 

The success of the boycott, the forma- 
tion of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, of which Dr. King was 
elected president, are familiar milestones 
along the road that led to Memphis, on 
that tragic April day in 1968. 

The formation of the Student Nonvi- 
olent Coordinating Committee, Dr. King’s 
trip to India and the visit with Nehru, the 
sit-ins, the unsuccessful appeals to Presi- 
dent Eisenhower and his vice president. 
Richard Nixon, the intercession of the 
Kennedy brothers — these are a few of the 
events detailed in depth which provide an 
extraordinary authenticity to the terrain 
over which the chronicle travels. 

In brilliant counterpoint. Bishop also 
develops the backroads traveled by assas- . 
sin James Earl Ray on his way to Mem- 
phis. 

Bishop’s exceptionally well-balanced 
account of one of the greatest heroes pro- 
duced in America is the most definitive 
biography of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
to date. 

Earl Dickerson, chairman of the Su- 
preme Life Insurance Company of Ameri- 
ca, has for many years been active in civil 
rights. 
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